
 

 

Request for Proposals for the 18th Bi-annual Association for Justice-involved 

Females and Organizations (AJFO) Conference in 2019 

 
 

Since 1985, The Association for Justice-involved Females and Organizations (AJFO) 

Conference in an effort to educate correctional systems, programs and communities on how to 

effectively address accountability, competency development and the gender specific needs of 

women and girls who are involved in the criminal justice system.  

 

Conference attendees represent a diverse array of corrections officers, practitioners, state 

administrators, policy makers, program directors, women with lived experience, advocates, 

researchers, and program developers. The conference has traditionally been attended by more 

than 500 professionals from federal, state and local correctional systems, as well as treatment 

providers and researchers from the United States, Canada and other countries. This is the only 

national professional conference that is exclusively focused on women and girls involved with 

the justice system. The goal is to provide professionals with resources that support women, 

strengthen families, and empower communities who are affected by the justice system. 

 

The AJFO Executive Committee is pleased to announce that we are currently accepting 

applications for agencies interested in hosting the 2019 Association for Justice-involved 

Females and Organizations. Please review the following information about hosting the 

conference, submission requirements and deadlines. 

 

To support the host, AJFO provides: 

1. Templates, materials and budgets from past conferences; 

2. Budgets from past conferences; 

3. Access to email databases from past conferences; 

4. Technical support from the executive committee;  

5. Seed money for expenses in an amount of $15,000 to be returned to AJFO at the end of 

the conference. 

 

Information for applicants: 

Any major state agency or consortium of agencies and/or groups can host the conference, 

including colleges and universities, health organizations and/or other law enforcement 

organizations. Host agencies commit to: 

 Account for, manage and maintain records of funds (receipts and expenses); 

 Obtain a federal tax ID number for agencies to use for registration and other activities;  

 Develop web-based communication tools, and have the capacity to update the 

conference website (www.ajfo.org) and contact email lists;  

 Find a location that is easily accessible to major airlines and capable of supporting a 

conference of approximately 400 - 750 participants.  The Hotel Site should include  

space for several simultaneous workshops, general sessions, and exhibit space. Previous 

conferences have been held in Tulsa, OK; Baltimore, MD; Minneapolis, MN; Boise, ID; 

Myrtle Beach, SC; Jackson, MS; Salt Lake City, UT; Portland, ME; Hartford CT; and 

Santa Clara, CA. 

http://www.ajfo.org/


 

 Establish a multi-disciplinary sub-committee structure to plan and manage the 

conference;  

 Raise money for expenses that are not covered by registration fees. Activities often 

include contacting previous sponsors, selling ads for the conference program, assessing 

fees for exhibit space from for-profit and non-profit companies, and obtaining donations. 

Ads and exhibits should be consistent with the goals of the conference to improve 

services for women and girls in the criminal justice system. 

 Identify key stakeholders capable of developing and coordinating a conference 

program that is national in scope and includes the latest research and information on 

state of the art programs, policies and practices in working with justice involved women 

and girls. 

 At the end of the conference, the host agency is expected to provide AJFO: 

o A $25 fee for each registrant. This fee sustains AJFO and supports technical 

assistance, as well as web hosting and developmental fees that are provided 

during the planning process in addition to $15,000 in seed money. For example, if 

400 participants attend the conference, 400 x $25 = $10,000 + $15,000 seed 

money = $25,000 returned to AJFO; 

o A report that describes the major activities in planning, promoting, and 

conducting the conference as well as a complete accounting of actual revenue and 

expenses. This report should be emailed to the AJFO Executive Committee by 

January 15, 2020. 

 

Interested applicants should submit the following information: 

1. A letter of support from the chief executive officer or Secretary of Corrections of the 

agency or group primarily responsible for the conference; 

2. Letters of support from local collaborating organizations (i. e. academic institutions, non-

profit organizations); 

3. A 3-4 page application that addresses the following: 

a. A brief description of the primary hosting agency; 

b. Resources that can support the conference; 

c. The host agency’s capacity to: 

i. Account for the money and maintain records and receipts 

ii. Obtain a Federal tax ID number 

iii. Develop web based communication tools 

iv. Establish a multi-disciplinary committee and sub-committee structure 

v. Raise money, in the form of sponsorships, to support the conference 

vi. Identify key stakeholders capable of developing a conference program 

d. A brief description of potential conference locations within the state that are large 

enough to host the conference. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Submission of Proposal and Deadline 

Your proposal may be submitted electronically to bhunter@umbc.edu by July 20, 2018. To 

allow for adequate time planning the conference, the Executive Committee will notify the host 

site by July 31, 2018. 

 

We will host a conference call to answer questions on July 11, 2018 at 4pm EST.  

Please call: 

(712) 451 0635  

Access code: 

 419473 

 

Contact Information 

For questions, please contact Bronwyn Hunter at bhunter@umbc.edu or (410) 455-8161. 

Additional contact information for Executive Committee members is listed below: 

 

Bronwyn A. Hunter 

President  

 (410) 455-8161 

bhunter@umbc.edu 

 

Dawn Pearson 

Vice President 

Cell:   (410) 935-8174 

Work: (410) 941-9335 

dawn.pearsons@gmail.com 

 

Amanda Elliott 

Treasurer 

(517) 373-0198 

elliottA2@michigan.gov 

 

 

Erica Hansen King 

Executive Committee  

(207) 228-8318  

eking@usm.maine.edu 

 

Colette Anderson, LCSW 

Executive Committee  

(203) 909-6888 Ext. 32   

canderson@womensconsortium.org 
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